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MERCATOR: 


— Commerce Retrieved; 


| BEING 
_.ConsIDERATIONS on the State of the Briti/h Trade, €#c: 





From Thurloay, June 17. to Saturday, June 19. 1714. 





The. Oppofers full of Cavil and teizing Impertanence. 


Many Words do not fill a Bufhell. . 


When the Mercator complains the French get Englifh Wool. 


Thefe. Men tell us they have Spanifh Wooll enough, 


What fignifies Spanith Wooll to the greatest part of our Manufatturers ? | 

Many Manufacturing Countries in England know nothing of the Spanifh Wool: 
An Account of what Goods ufe Spanith Weooll, and whatdo not. 

The Oppofers talk meerly for Parties and private Intereft. 


Some of they Abfurdies ennumerated. 





An Exhortation against Owling. 
T is very probable, that from the teizing 
T Importunities and eternal Cavils of fach 
' People as the Mercator: has to do with, 

that Proverbial: Saying was firft introdu- 
ced into the World , That many Words do not 
fill a Bufhell. 

The Mercator has frequently affirm’d, that 
our Manufa@ures cannot be taken from us, nei- 
ther by the French or Dutch, or any Nation 
elfe in the World, becaufe they have not the 
Englifh Wool]. Our Wife Oppofers fpend 
their.time: to anfwer this, by telling us, that 
they have Wooll from Spain. 

This is fuch a Froth, fuch a trifling and 
jefting with the World, that it is really intol- 
lerable; Whoever faid the French had any 
want of Spanifh Wooll? Is this any thing to 
the prefent Queftion? Had they not always 
Spanifk Wooll as much as they pleafed, as 
much as they knew what to do with, and as 
Cheap, and with the fame Conveniences as 
they have now? And had not we alfo the 
fame ? 

Nay, farther than all this, they have a great 
deal of Spanifh Wooll fromus; by tite laf 
Account of Export from hence in the Aferca- 
tor was 71 Bags of Spanifh Wooll, fo that by 
the way, they give as good a Price for it as we 
et otherwife they could not afford to buy ic 
of us. 3 
But what is all this to the Treaty of Com- 
merce? Would thefe Men have made fuch a 
Peace or fuch a Treaty if it had been in their 
Power as to have prohibited the Spaniards let- 
ting the Freach buy their Wooll? How could 
they pretend to that? And why in all tinies 





of former Trade did we furnith the Frénch 
with Spanifh Wooll fron’ England, as ‘may ap- 
pear by the 'Cuftom:houfe Accéunts and their 
own Schemés? aot 5 

The Master of Fa& is this, that England 
matters not what ‘any Nation can doin Wool- 
len-Manufa&ture by the’Spanifh Wooll, if they 
have not Englifh Wooll to mix with it It is 
true, they may make fome Clothes and*fome 
fine Druggets all of Spanifh Wooll, and/this 
is no Novelty at all, they might always have 
done this as well as now; but what’s this to 
the Grofs of our Woollen-Manufa@urey * out 
middiing Clothes double and-fingle Dozens, or 
Yorkthire-Cloths, oar Wefterd Whites, out 
Kerfies, Bayes, Norwich Stuffsj Exeter 'Setges, 
Sayes, Perpetuanas, Shaloons; ‘Sagathies, tand 
common Druggeéts; our Flannels, Cottons, 
Frizes, Stockings, and many other forts of 
Woollen Goods made heré, have not'a-Hair 
of Spanifh Wooll in them; Aor cannot be made 
of it ? And thofe Clothes agd’Druggets'which 
have fome Spanifh Wooll among themhave a 
great Mixture of Englifh Wooll in/ them : 
Thofe Goods that are made wholly of Spanifh 
re being but very few ‘compared 'to: the 
reft. | 

So that this is all but an empty impertinent 
Cavil, and nothing at all to the Purpofe’; for 
keep out ourWooll from the French, and we va- 
lue not all they can do in the Manufa@ture with 
all the Spanifi Wooll they have or can get. 

We have Spanifh Wooll as well as the 
French, and can have as much as we pleafe, 
but take away our own Wooll from the Wigik; 
and let any Manufadturer be asked, what would 
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- become Of our Trade? We have many larze 


Provinces or Counties in England, where the 
Woollen Manufactures are their whole Bufi- 
nefs, and who yet know not what this ufing of 
Spanifh.Wooll means; nay, where perhaps the 
Manufacturers never faw an Ounce of Spanifh 
Wooll in their Lives 5 what would our Colche- 
fter Bay-makers, or Welch Flannel-makers, 
or Sudbury Say-makets do with Spanifh Wooll ? 
What would they-make-of it at Leeds, Halli- 
fax, Wakefield, Rochdale, Bradford, &c. in 
the North of England? : 

And what can the French do with all the 
Spanifh Wooll they can get? Nay, tho’ they 
had it all to themfelves, what can they do 
with it towards making thofe Manufactures we 


fpeak of, fuch as Bayes, Sayes, Long-Ells, - 


Dozens, Kerfies, &c ? Or what would they do 
without a Mixture of Englifh Wooll to make 
all the Long-Cloths and Whites, which now 
they buy of ts? 

So that-all Cavil amounts to no more than 
an Amufement, and hasno more in it than a 
meer Tale of Robinhood: Had thefe Men fpo- 
ken to the purpofe, they would have com- 
plained of the Freuch, how that by the help 
of Englifh Wooll to mix with the Spanifh 
Wooll, they were enabled tomake our Medley- 
Cloths, and that thereby, for it can be no other 
way, the Spanifh Wooll is made more fervice- 
able to them ; this the Mercator would have 
acknowledged to them, and have own’d it to 
be juft; but the A~ercator has this efpecially 


to fay in thefe People’s praife, that there néver . 


has been feen in all their Writings any one 


’ oPropofal nteerly difinterefted from Parties, and 


Calculated for the abftra@ted good of their 
Country: But a Man may fee in all they have 
done or faid, the evident Partiality of Scrib- 
blers, hited and employed in the Intereft of 
the Dutch Traders on one fide, or the Portu- 
guefe Traders on the other; and this is the 
true Reafon why the true Intereft of Trade 
has not been the Cafe in alj they have been 
Writing, any farther than as it concerts with 
thofe People. 

The. Aéercaror talks of things ufeful and ad- 
vantageous for gencral Commerce, they ftill 
with, fomething about the Dutch or 
the Portugal, Trade; as if all the Trade of 
Britain was of no Confequence, compared to 
thofe two Branches, and that al} the Commerce 
of.the World was trifling to us, except that 
to Holland and Portugal; in the behalf of 
‘thefe things, they have printed fuch grofs 
Abfurdities, fuch Falfities and Nonfenfe, as 
none but Men lifted in the pay of Parties could 
ever fubmit to. 
4*This has.made them tel] us, that we lofe 
bythe Spanifh Trade, that the French rival us 
iosthe Spanith Trade, but ¢o not in the Por- 
tuguefe ; that wedo not receive our Bullion 
from Spain. in return of our Goods, but buy 
it for the Profit of the Exchange, and Trade 
jm itt as a Merchandize ; thatthe French have 
Wooll of their own fufficient.to carry. on their 
Manufaétures ; that their Wines will in time 
of Peace be 25 I. per Ton, and their Brandy 
alfo;, whereas both are to be bought under 
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204. at this time, and yet this is efteemed a 
Year of Scarcity. 

Nothing but the Circumftance of a partial 
Sett of Writers, fet on Work to carry on 
private Interefts both of State and of Trade, 
could be guilty of putting fuch things as thefe 
upon the World. 

But fuch we muft fubmit to; and this is i¢ 
that tires the Aercator and others, even in 
reading what they fay, which indeed is no 
otherwife worth while than to abhor and de- 
teft the Partiality of the-Men. 

We have another Notion which they have 
fpread abroad among our Country Manufaéu- 
rers, in order, as the reft of their Writings 
have been alfo, to keep the poor Countrymen 
mutinous and uneafie 3 this is, That the French 
will engrofs all the Spanifh Wooll, and we 
fhall get none of it for our ufe. 

Had the Intereft of France been fo great in 
Spain as thefe Men have taken upon them to 
tell us it is, this might have been, but then 
thefe things alfo muft have happened, (viz.) 
t. That the Spaniards would have found it 
their Intereft to have difcouraged their Trade 
to England, which, by their own Maxims, viz. 
That we lofe by the Spanifh Trade cannot be 
fuppofed. 2. That the French are able to 
make ufe of or Manufaftore and Work up all 
the Growth of Wooll which Spain produces, 
which is aStroae, aS that the City of Paris is 
able to drink up all the Water of the River 
Sein, which runs thro’ it. 

The Spanifh Wooll we fee remains free ; the 
Peace has been two Years made, the Trade 
above two Years open, we have not yet feen 
any Obftruction to the Wooll Trade, we buy 
what we want, nay, and more than we can 
difpofe of, for we fend. it abroad again, and 
we buy it as Cheap asthe French, for we fell 
it again to the French, as is Noted before ; 
we have no Engrofling the Wooll by the 
French, or raifing the Price by the Spani- 
ards, we pay no more than other Nations, we 
have Neighbours fare and Neighbours fhare in 
it; in fhort, not the leaft Shadow of all the 
fuggefted Engroflment appears; the Confe- 
quence whereof is, that thofe who fuggelted 
thefe things are a pack of People who have 
been in a Confpiracy with the Party to raife 
Difcontents, aud engage the People in Muti- 
nies and Tumultuous Complaints againft the 
Government. 

The Application of all thefe Things returns, 
juft as it did betore, to an Exhortation to the 
Englifh Nation, as they tender the Safety and 
Profperity of their Countries Commerce, which 
is indeed the Profperity of their Country ic 
felf, that they would, as one Man, agree for 
no Gain or private Advantage, either connive 
at or be concern’d in the fending our Wooll 
abroad, but fhan it upon all Occafions, detect 
it, and preferve the fame Averfions to it, and 
to thofe concern‘d in it, aS they would to High- 
way Robbers and Houfe-breakers, for, without 
Controverfie, there are no greater Thieves in 
the Nation, to the Nation, than .thofe wlio 
Export our Wooll, as in its Place may be 
fhewa. 
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